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ɆMigration

Ɇ Immigration

ɆNaturalization
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Early Settlement
ɆNew Spain & Borderlands

ɆEnglish Colonies

Frontier Expansion

The Great Wave

The Great Pause

The Second Wave

???
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U.S. Immigration Timeline

1790 - 1879

1880 - 1919

1920 - 1965

1966 - 2016

2017 - ???

1549 - 1789
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Early Settlement

New Spain and the Borderlands (1549-1821)

New 
California

New 
Mexico

Texas
NEW 
SPAIN

ɆImmigration Restricted
ɆLimited to Spanish subjects and religious 

orders authorized by the King

ɆNaturalization Not Allowed
ɆOnly individuals born in Spain 
ɉȰPennisularesȱɊ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÒÕÅ 
Spaniards

ɆLegal status of non-Pennisularies(Criollos) 
was uncertain



Early Settlers to the Borderlands

TubacPresidio circa 1774. Painting by William AhrendtJuan de Onate enters the village of Acoma



Early Settlement

English Colonies (1600 - 1789)

ɆImmigration Encouraged
ɆRelatively open and non-regulated (for Europeans)

ɆImmigrant population over 2 million by 1776

ɆPredominantly English, also a diversity of national 
origins, religions, social classes

ɆNaturalization Allowed
ɆAs an English subject

Ɇ!Ó Á ÃÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ ȰÃÉÔÉÚÅÎȱ



"The Embarkation of the Pilgrims from Delfthavenin 
(ÏÌÌÁÎÄȱ ÂÙ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ 7ÁÌÔÅÒ 7ÅÉÒ 

Female Indentured Servants Arriving in the New World 
(19th-century engraving)

A Dutch slave ship arrives in Virginia, 1619 
(Engraving from HultonArchive)

Ȱ,ÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ SchwenckfeldersÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȱ 
by Adolf Pannash

Religious 
Dissenters Convicts

SlavesAspiring 
Aristocrats

Indentured 
Servants

British Convicts Arriving in the American Colonies
(19th-century engraving)

Non-English

Early Settlers to the English Colonies



Gadsden Purchase Centennial Stamp

Irish immigrants Arriving in New York City Great hunger memorial in Philadelphia

U.S. Immigration 

Frontier Expansion 
1790-1879



ɆNaturalization Law of 1802
Ɇ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ  ÔÏ ΅ÆÒÅÅ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ΅ ÏÆ ΅ÇÏÏÄ ÍÏÒÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȟȱ ÂÕÔ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ȰÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÄÅÓÃÅÎÔȱ

ɆEstablished residency requirements and required the registration of immigrants

ɆTreaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo / Gadsden Purchase (1848-53)
ɆAll Mexican citizens in acquired territories offered U.S. citizenship

Ɇ14th Amendment (1868)
Ɇ"All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof are 

citizens of the United 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢȱ

ɆInterpreted in US v. Wong Kim Ark (1898) to include everyone born in the U.S. regardless of parents' 
citizenship (birthright citizenship / jus soli)

U.S. Immigration 

Frontier Expansion 1790-1879



U.S. Immigration

The Great Wave 
1880-1919

Immigrant ship arriving at Ellis Island New York City Tenement


